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‘Customs dept seized smuggled
goods worth 7163cr in Gujarat’

Cigarettes, Psychotropics
And Luxury Goods Seized

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad:  Signalling
the scale of smuggling ope-
rations in Gujarat, the Ah-
medabad Customs recently
seized Rs163 crore of smugg-
led goods, including 8 mil-
lion counterfeit cigarettes,
psychotropic  substances,
and luxury watches. The da-
ta was revealed by the chief
commissioner of customs
Ahmedabad zone, Pranesh
Pathak, at a seminar con-
ducted in the city on Mon-
day.

“As India’s economy
grows, it is becoming a big-
ger target for global smugg-
ling networks. These crimes
threaten public health, na-
tional security, and investor
confidence,” said Pathak.
The announcement comes
alongside new data from
FICCI's anti-smuggling arm
CASCADE, which pegged

the size of India’s illicit tra-
de economy at Rs 7.98 lakh
crore in FY23 in a report re-
leased by them. The five sec-
tors most affected are FMCG
(packaged foods), FMCG
(personal and household ca-
re), alcohol, tobacco, and
textiles and apparel. In fact,
textiles and apparel alone
accounted for over Rs 4 lakh
crore of this, followed by

FMCG products, alcohol,
and tobacco, the report sug-
gests,

Experts at the seminar
pointed topunitivetaxesasa
key driver. “Smuggling thri-
veson costarbitrage created
by high indirect taxes and
regulatory gaps. When duti-
es on products like tobacco,
liquor, and gold are signifi-
cantly high, itcreatesstrong
incentives for illegal trade,
undermining legitimate bu-
sinessesand erodinggovtre-
venues. The disparity bet-
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TOTAL ILLICIT MARKET SIZE:
77.98 lakh crore (Across 5 major
consumer sectors)
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@ Textiles and apparel |
4,04 lakh crore

® Accounts for over 50%
of total illicit trade

® Packaged foods | 72.24 lakh crore

® Personal and household
care | 173,813 crore

® Together form 37% of
total illicit market
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TOBACCO: Over 50% of illicit trade

driven by high taxes

ALCOHOL: Faces similar trend at 46%

ween legal and illegal mar-
ket pricing not only distorts
fair competition but also ex-
poses citizens to spurious
goods, which can become a
grave public health issue.
Tackling this issue requires
a balanced tax policy along

with robust enforcement
and greater inter-agency co-
ordination,” said P C Jha,
former chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
(CBIC). Pathak said enforce-
ment was stepped up across
land, sea, and air routes.
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“Recent seizures show just
how aggressive and organi-
sed these networks have be-
come,” he said, referring to
the Godhra Customs opera-
tion involving counterfeit
cigarettes worth over Rs 150
crore.
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Smuggling poses serious threat to legitimate industries and

erodes investor confidence: Ahmeda

AHMEDABAD, Mr
Pranesh Pathak, Chief
Commissioner of Customs,
Ahmedabad Zone, while
addressing FICCI CAS-
CADE’s seminar on ‘lllicit
Trade in Focus: State - Lev-
el Action Against Counter-
feiting & Smuggling’ said,
“As India's economy ex-
pands and global trade ac-
celerates, the country has
become increasingg attrac-
tive to sophisticated smug-
gling networks. From gold,
liquor, and narcotics to cig-
arettes and high-end luxu-
ry watches, there is a surge
in attempts to illegally move

oods across our borders.
ese activities not only
evade duties but also pose
serious threats to national
security, public health, and
legitimate commerce. In
one recent example,
Godhra Customs intercept-
ed over 8 million counterfeit
cigarettes and seized psy-
chotropic substances val-

ued at over 7150 crore.Ad-
ditionagy, luxury watches
worth Rs. 13 crore were
also confiscated. These sei-
zures are a stark reminder
of the evolving strategies
and boldness of illicit trade
networks targeting our
econow." ,

Mr Neeraj Kumar Bad-
gujar, Additional Commis-
sioner of Police, Ahmeda-
bad City, Gujarat, said, “Ii-
licit trade not only fuels crim-
inal networks but also com-
promises public safety and
economic stability. Law en-
forcement must stay ahead
through intelligence-led po-
licing, inter-agency collabo-
ration, and community en-
gagement. Public aware-
ness is a powerful tool in our
collective fight against
smuggling and counterfeit-
ing.

Mr P C Jha, Advisor,
FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and

Customs (CBIC) said,
“Smuggling thrives on cost
arbitrage created by high
indirect taxes and regulato-
ry gaps. When duties on
products like tobacco, li-
quor, and gold are signifi-
cantly high, it creates strong
incentives for illegal trade,
undermining legitimate
businesses and eroding
overnment revenues. The
isparity between legal and
illegal market pricing not
only distorts fair competition
but also exposes citizens to
spurious goods, which can
become a grave public
health issue. Tackling this
issue requires a balanced
tax policy along with robust
enforcement and greater
inter-a coordination.”
Wh?lzngzairing a panel
discussion on policies to
prevent counterfeiting and
smuggling, Mr Deep
Chand, Advisor, FICCI
CASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner of

had Customs Dept. Chief

Police, New Delhi, said,
“Counterfeiting and smug-
gling are not just econom-
ic crimes; they are serious
threats to national securi-
ty, public health, and con-
sumer trust. We need co-
ordinated policy reforms,
real-time intelligence shar-
ing, and stronger public-
private collaboration, as
well as raising consumer
awareness to stop these
traffickers. Such an ap-
proach rooted in both pre-
vention and enforcement
are key to protecting legiti-
mate businesses and safe-

uarding India’s economic
uture.” The other speakers
included Mr Shrikant
Awachar, Additional Direc-
tor, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, Ahmedabad
Zonal Unit; MrAshish Paul,
Vice President- Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd. and Ms
Anindita Mehta, CEO, Con-
sumer Education & Re-
search Centre.




Rising smuggling threatens Indian economy, officials warn

FPJ News Service
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India’s economic growth is
attracting sophisticated smug-
gling networks, posing seri-
ous threats to national secur-
ity, public health, and legit
imate  businesses,  stated
Pranesh  Pathak  Chiel
Commissioner of Customs,
Ahmedabad Zone, at a FICCI
CASCADE seminar

Pathak highlighted a surge
in it movement of goods
Ike godd, liquor, narcotics, and
counterfelt products He cited
a recent Godhra Customs selz-
ure of over 8 million counter-
felt cigareties and psycho-
tropic subsances worth over
250 crore, along with U3
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crore In lxury watches, as
evidence of evoling it
trade strategles

Indian Customs has inteng-
fled its enforcement opers
ations across all routes, come
mitted to curbing lllickt trade

Neera) Kumar  Badgujar,
Addidonal Commissioner of
Police, Ahmedabad Clty

stressed that illicit trade fuels
criminal networks and com
promises public safety. He
urged Intdligence-led polie
Ing Inter-agency collabora-
tion, and public awareness

PC Jha, Advisor, FICC
CASCADE and former CBIC
Chairman, noted that high
Indirect twes and regulatory

gaps drive smuggling, particu-
larly for tobacco, liquor, and
gold. This undermines legit-
Imate businesses, reduces gov
erment revenwe,  and
exposes cltizens to harmbul
poods Jha called for balanced
tax polices, robugt enforce-
ment, and better Inter-agency
coardination

Wit Market Valued at
Newly 8LakhCrore
Deep Chand, Advisor

FICCI CASCADE and former
Specal  Commissoner of
Police, New Delbl, empha-
stzed that counterfelting and
smuggling are threats to
national security and con
sumer trust. He advocated for
coordinated policy reforms
real-time intelligence sharing,
and public-peivate collsbora-
tion

A 224 FICQ CASCADE
report estimates India's illich
market at Re2007% crore in
2022-23. The most affected
sectors are FMOG (packaged
foods, personal ind house-
hold care) alcohol, tobucco
and wxtiles and sppard
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Ahmedabad customs seize smuggled goods worth Rs 163
crore in Gujarat
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Ahmedabad: Signalling the scale of smugaling

operations in Gujarat, the Ahmedabad Customs
recently seized Rs 163 crore of smuggled goods,
including 8 million counterfeit cigarettes,
psychotropic substances, and luxury watches. The
data was revealed by the chief commissioner of
customs Ahmedabad zone, Pranesh Pathak, at a
seminar conducted in the city on Monday.

"As India’s economy grows, it is becoming a
bigger target for global smuggling networks. These crimes threaten public health, national security, and
investor confidence," said Pathak.

The announcement comes alongside new data from FICCI's anti-smugagling arm CASCADE, which
pegged the size of India's illicit trade economy at Rs 7.98 lakh crore in FY23 in a report released by
them. The five sectors most affected are FMCG (packaged foods), FMCG (personal and household
care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel. In fact, textiles and apparel alone accounted for over
Rs 4 lakh crore of this, followed by FMCG products, alcohol, and tobacco, the report suggests.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/ahmedabad-customs-seize-smuggled-goods-
worth-rs-163-crore-in-gujarat/articleshow/122168208.cms
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Smuggling networks getting attracted to India amid

economic growth, says top Customs official
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Ahmedabad, June 30 (PTI) India is becoming an attractive target of sophisticated networks
smuggling narcotics, gold, and liquor owing to its economic growth, a top Customs official said
on Monday while noting a surge in attempts to move goods across borders illegally.

Addressing a seminar organised by FICCI here, Chief Commissioner of Customs of Ahmedabad
Zone, Pranesh Pathak, said smuggling of narcotics and other items poses serious threats to
national security, public health, and legitimate commerce.
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Smuggling networks getting attracted to
India amid economic growth, says top

Customs official

AHMEDABAD: June 30 India Is becoming an attractive target of sophisticated
networks smuggling narcotics, gold, and liquor owing to its economic growth, a top
Customs official said on Monday while noting a surge in attempts to move goods
across borders illegally.

Addressing a seminar organised by FICCI here, Chief Commissioner of Customs of
Ahmedabad Zone, Pranesh Pathak, said smuggling of narcotics and other items
poses serious threats to national security, public health, and legitimate commerce.

"As India's economy is expanding and global trade accelerating, the country has
become increasingly attractive to sophisticated smuggling networks. From gold,
liquor, and narcotics to cigarettes and high-end luxury watches, there Is a surge in
attempts to illegally move goods across our borders," Pathak said.

https://www.ptinews.com/editor-detail/Smuggling-networks-getting-attracted-to-India-amid-
economic-growth--says-top-Customs-official /2687983
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Smugglm%networks getting attracted to

India amid economic growth says top
Customs official
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Ahmedabad, June 30 (PTI) India is becoming an attractive target of sophisticated networks
smuggling narcotics, gold, and liquor owing to its economic growth, a top Customs official said
on Monday while noting a surge in attempts to move goods across borders illegally.

Addressing a seminar organised by FICCI here, Chief Commissioner of Customs of
Ahmedabad Zone. Pranesh Pathak. said smuggling of narcotics and other items poses serious
threats to national security, public health. and legitimate commerce.

"As India's economy is expanding and global trade accelerating, the country has become
increasingly attractive to sophisticated smuggling networks. From gold, liquor, and narcotics to
cigarettes and high-end luxury watches, there is a surge in attempts to illegally move goods
across our borders,” Pathak said.

These activities not only evade duties but also pose serious threats to national security,
public health, and legitimate commerce, FICCI stated in a release quoting Pathak who
addressed FICCI CASCADE's seminar on 'Illicit Trade in Focus: State-Level Action Against
Counterfeiting & Smuggling'.

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2025/06/30/bom?22-gj-customs-smuggling.html
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Smuggling poses serious threat to

legitimate industries and erodes
investor confidence: Pranesh Pathak
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AHMEDABAD, 30 June 2025: Mr Pranesh Pathak, Chief Commissioner of Customs, Ahmedabad Zone, while addressing
FICCI CASCADE's seminar on ‘lilicit Trade in Focus: State — Level Action Against Counterfeiting & Smuggling’ said, "As

India’s economy expands and global trade accelerates, the country has become increasingly attractive to sophisticated
smuggling networks. From geld, liquor, and narcctics to cigarettes and high-end luxury watches, there is a surge in
attempts to illegally move goods across our borders, These activities not only evade duties but alsc pose sericus threats
to national security, public heaith, and legitimate commerce. In one recent example, Godhra Customs intercepted over §
million counterfeit cigarettes and seized psychotropic substances valued at over 150 crore, Additionally, luxury watches
worth 13 crore were also confiscated. These seizures are a stark reminder of the evolving strategies and boldness of
illicit trade networks targeting our economy.”

https://hindustanopinion.com/smuggling-poses-serious-threat-to-legitimate-industries-and-erodes-
investor-confidence-pranesh-pathak/
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Smuggling poses serious threat to legitimate
industries and erodes investor confidence:
Ahmedabad Customs Department Chief

AHMEDABAD, 30
June 2025: Mr Pranesh
Pathak, Chief
Commissioner of
Customs, Ahmedabad
Zone, while addressing
FICCI = CASCADE’s
seminar on ‘Illicit Trade
in Focus: State — Level
Action Against
Counterfeiting &
Smuggling’ said, “As
India’s economy
expands and global
trade accelerates, the
country has become
increasingly attractive
to sophisticated
smuggling networks.
From gold, liquor, and
narcotics to cigarettes
and high-end luxury
watches, there is a
surge in attempts to
illegally move goods
across our borders.
These activities not only
evade duties but also
pose serious threats to
national security, public

health, and legitimate

commerce. In one
recent example, Godhra
Customs intercepted
over 8 million
counterfeit cigarettes
and seized psychotropic
substances valued at
over 150 crore.
Additionally, luxury
watches worth ?13
crore were also
confiscated. These
seizures are a stark
reminder of the
evolving strategies and
boldness of illicit trade
networks targeting our

economy.” “Indian
Customs has
significantly intensified
its vigilance and
enforcement operations
across land, air, and sea
routes. We remain fully
committed to protecting
our borders, curbing
illicit trade, and
ensuring that economic
progress is not
undermined by illicit
trade and smuggling. I
commend FICCI
CASCADE for organising
this seminar, which will
surely increase.
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India's Illicit Trade Surge: A Growing
National Concern

India is witnessing a rise in sophisticated smuggling networks targeting narcotics, gold. and
liquor due to economic growth. These illicit activities threaten national security, public health,
and legitimate commerce. The government is enforcing strict measures to curb smuggling and

proiect the economy.

Ahmedabad | Updated: 30-06-2025 21:09 IS8T | Created: 30-06-2025 21:09 151

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3487418-indias-illicit-trade-surge-a-growing-
national-concern
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India’s Illicit Trade Surges: Customs, FICCI Sound
Alarm

As India's economy expands and global trade accelerates, the country has become increasingly attractive to
sophisticated smuggling networks. From gold, liquor, and narcotics to cigarettes and high-end luxury watches,
there is a surge in attempts to illegally move goods across our borders

B ommena o s 2ms [ arvevas | namona |

FICCI CASCADE's seminar in Ahmedabad haghlights the alarming rise in smuggfing and countesfeiting

< Q00000

https://theblunttimes.in/indias-illicit-trade-surges-customs-ficci-sound-alarm/48522/
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Smuggling poses serious threat to legitimate industries
and erodes investor confidence: A’bad Customs Chief
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« As India’s economy grows, so does the attraction for smugglers; agencies acting decisively to stop this threat
« Cost arbitrage created by high indirect taxes needs to be addressed

« Recent seizures by Ahmedabad Customs include 8 million counterfeit cigarettes, psychotropic substances, and
luxury watches—total value exceeding ¥163 crore

AHMEDABAD, 30 June 2025: Mr Pranesh Pathak, Chlef Commissioner of Customs, Ahmedabad Zone,
while addressing FICCI CASCADE’s seminar on ‘lllicit Trade in Focus: State — Level Action Against
Counterfeiting & Smuggling” said, “As India’s economy expands and global trade accelerates, the country has
become increasingly attractive to sophisticated smuggling networks. From gold, liquor, and narcotics to
cigarettes and high-end luxury watches, there is a surge in attempts to illegally move goods across our
borders.

These activities not only evade duties but also pose serious threats to national security, public health, and
legitimate commerce. In one recent example, Gedhra Customs intercepted over 8 million counterfeit
cigarettes and seized psychotropic substances valued at over F150 crore. Additionally, luxury watches worth
#13 crore were also confiscated. These seizures are a stark reminder of the evolving strategies and boldness of

illicit trade networks targeting our economy.”

https://westerntimesnews.in/news/377057/smuggling-poses-serious-threat-to-legitimate-
industries-and-erodes-investor-confidence-abad-customs-chief/
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